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Hello to all ATV/UTV Enthusiasts, 
 
 Thank you for participating in the 2021 Idaho State ATV Association Annual Meeting,  
being held in beautiful Burgdorf, Idaho. Each year, statewide ATV & UTV Clubs who belong to 
the Idaho State ATV Association convene to conduct business meetings, enjoy ATV/UTV awe-
some trail rides, take in the beautiful local scenery, and swap stories around the campfire.  
 
This year’s event is being hosted by the Boise ATV/UTV Trail Riders, in collaboration with  
neighboring Treasure Valley clubs; Canyon County ATV Club and Kuna Trail Riders. Committee 
members from these clubs have been meeting frequently to organize the event, as well as ride 
leaders, tail gunners and camp volunteers all working hard to ensure that you will have a great 
time during this four day event.  It is our goal to make this ISATVA meeting an enjoyable ex-
perience, and we look forward to meeting each and every one of you. We will feature guided 
rides (ATV & UTV’s regardless of size) that will take you to spectacular locations throughout 
the Payette National Forest area including War Eagle and Carey Dome Lookouts with amazing 
360° views, scenic rides along the Salmon River, historic mines and points of interest in the 
greater Warren and Burgdorf areas. There will be no trailering required to any of these rides, 
you can leave directly from your camping spot. All planned meetings and social events will take 
place at the Pete’s Creek Campground in the Payette National Forest. 
 
 When you read this publication you will notice sponsor ads; these sponsors have either 
donated merchandise, gift cards and/or cash to make this event possible.  Please take time to 
review each advertisement. When you stop by one of these sponsors, thank them for support-
ing the ISATVA.  If you know of any sponsors that would like to show their support for this 
annual meeting please feel free to contact us and we will get in touch with them. 
 
 We will be sending out updates to this publication on a regular basis. Please check all fu-
ture editions for updated information.  Feel free to contact us, either by phone or email if you 
have any questions or comments. 
 
Sandra Newton 208-871-2979 or 
Email: 2021Burdorf.Event@gmail.com 



 

 

 

The camping for this event will be dry camping at the Pete’s Creek Campground. 
There are no hookups. There is a vault toilet onsite. It is a large area, but there will 
be people assisting with parking to make best use of the available space. All rides 
will depart from the campground. 
 
Pete’s Creek Campground: 
Located 36 miles north of McCall, ID. 
Directions From McCall: from Hwy 55 in 
McCall, turn North onto Warren Wagon Rd, go 
28 miles and turn left onto Burgdorf Rd, go 6.6 
miles to campsite. 
GPS Coordinates: 45°20’23.0” N, 115° 56'51.1” 
W (45.339720, -115.947525). 

Furry  
Friends  
Welcome! 



 

 

 
HISTORY OF BURGDORF, IDAHO 

 
            

Burgdorf is an unincorporated community in the western United States, located 
in Idaho County, Idaho, approximately thirty miles (50 km) north-northeast of McCall, 
at an elevation of 6,115 feet (1,864 m) above sea level. 

Originally a sacred site for Native Americans, its hot springs were discovered by un-
known Chinese miners, and settled by young German immigrant Fred C. Burgdorf in 
the late 1860s. Burgdorf had mined in nearby Warren to the east and turned the area 
at the hot springs into a resort by 1870. 

Following a new mining rush in 1898 at Thunder Gulch, the resort was refurbished 
and expanded in 1902 by Burgdorf and his new young wife, a singer from Denver 
named Janette Foronsard. Originally known as "Resort," it became "Burgdorf" at this 
time, but the former name continued in usage for several years. Following Janette's 
death in 1923, Burgdorf sold his interest and moved to Weiser. 

Much of the community has now been deserted, although reconstruction has been 
attempted. The community possessed a post office as late as 1945, although it has 
since been closed.[9] 

In 1972, the community was added as a historic district to the National Register of 
Historic Places. A new county road section through the hot springs property was 
constructed in the early 1980s.[3] 

Burgdorf, near McCall, Idaho, is mostly abandoned, though it still has a few residents 
who maintain the resort area. Since it's founding in the early 1800s, people have 
come to the area to enjoy the natural mineral springs. The old hotel built in 1903 
serves as a museum and tourist center, and you can still view a few original build-
ings. Enjoy a dose of history and some therapeutic hot soaks.  
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Schedule of Events/Rides  
 

Thursday 8/19:        

 
 

Friday 8/20: 

 
     

Saturday 8/21  
(Rides are the same. Riders will switch rides) 

 
 

Sunday 8/22  
                   For those that want to take a short ride we will have:                       

 
  

12PM- 6PM Pick up Welcome packet, purchase raffle tickets  

4PM- 6PM Meet and Greet: BBQ Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, Ice Cream. 
Speakers : Rusty Faircloth (ISATVA), Sandra Newton & Jim Maxey 
(Boise ATV) 

8:45AM Ride Leader Meetings—All Riders Must Attend 

9:00AM depart Ride 1: French Creek, Vinegar Creek to Salmon River, to Carey 
Creek 

9:00AM depart Ride 2: California Lake, War Eagle, Warren 

9:00AM depart Ride 3: Doomsday House, Kimberly Mines 

4PM - 6PM ISATVA Board Meeting 

6PM – 7PM Social hour 

7PM – 8PM Guest Speaker (TBD) 

8:45AM Ride Leader Meetings—All Riders Must Attend 

9:00AM depart Ride 1: French Creek, Vinegar Creek to Salmon River, to Carey 
Creek 

9:00AM depart Ride 2: California Lake, War Eagle, Warren 

9:00AM depart Ride 3: Doomsday House, Kimberly Mines 

4pm - 6pm Social hour 

6pm - 7pm Guest Speaker (TBD) 

6pm - 9pm Dinner and raffle   

9:00AM-ish Ride One: 14 mile ride to Crystal Mountain 

9:00AM-ish Ride Two: 7 mile ride to Carey Dome 



 

 

Warren, Idaho 
 
Warren is a genuine old-west gold mining 
ghost town even though there have been people 
living there since James Warren set up camp 
back in 1862. The current population is only 12 
to 16 hardy souls year-round but about 50 peo-
ple live there suring the warmer summer 
months. During the Warren gold rush as many 
as 5,000 people called Warren home. There is a 
dirt airstrip and local accommodations include 
the Backcountry B&B. 
 
One thing you won’t want to miss is a visit to 
the old cemetery whose residents date back to 
the late 1800’s. Included are James Rains (1879) 
Warren pioneer killed by the Sheepeater Indi-
ans and Ah Sam (1933) the “honorary mayor” of 
Warren because he was well-liked and respect-
ed by his fellow residents. 
 
In 1896, after the Euroamericans miners had taken most of the easily recovered gold out of the placer claims 
they began selling and leasing their claims to the Chinese. Between 1870 and 1900, Chinese miners reworked 
existing claims and placer mined new mineral-rich ground in the Warren area. Chinese placer miners used 
labor intense methods to extract gold nuggets and flour gold. It is estimated that from 1862 to 1935 the War-
ren Mining District produced approximately $15,000,000 in placer gold. 
 
Be sure to take a walk around town but don’t take off with any of the local artifacts. They are highly prized 
by their owners and you may discover a Smith and Wesson rifle asking you to put the antique back – old 
west style. 
 



 

 

Ride #1, Salmon River Loop: 50 Miles. 
Difficulty—Easy to Moderate 
 
 
This is an ATV/UTV loop because a full size vehicle can't travel the Carey Creek Trail. 
Points of interest on this ride are: 
 
• Carey Creek Trail, a bit rocky, but worth it.  
 
• French Creek, named after French miners, is a 

beautiful part of the ride with its cool and clear 
waters tumbling downward over rocks toward the 
Salmon River. French Creek Grade is exciting 
with it’s five switchbacks to ease the otherwise 
steep climb.  Edmondson pioneer cabin, an old 
freight stop on French Creek Road that was a 
shortcut from the Salmon River to Warren and McCall.  

 
 
 

• Vinegar Creek. We will stop at the boat ramp for a break 
and watch the jet boats and river rafters launching on a river ad-
venture. (vault toilet onsite) 

 
• Salmon River, a relaxing road cruise following along the 
river bank.  

 



 

 

Ride #2, War Eagle Lookout. 56 Miles.  

Difficulty—Easy to Moderate 

Bring your selfie sticks! Another high altitude visit this 
time to War Eagle Lookout. Besides the spectacular scenic 
views, various landmarks are visible, as well as old fire 
burns that put perspective on how important these lookouts 
are.  

Other stops include: 

• California Lake. A small, pristine alpine lake. Look for 
the trout jumping and abundant wildlife that frequent 
the area. 

• The town of Warren, as well as the Warren Dredge 
Ponds with the remains of a gold dredge. During 1930 
to 1940 period nine of these steam powered machines 
dredged this area. It is said the noise from them could 
be heard for twenty miles.  

• Cottontail Point, another great viewpoint, at 7661' ele-
vation, overlooks the Frank Church - River of No Re-
turn Wilderness. There is an outfitter's pole corral and 
concrete blocks from an old fire lookout here.  



 

 

Ride #3, Doomsday House, Bear Lake, 
Kimberly Mining District  34 Miles 
Difficulty—Easy to Moderate 

 
 

Kimberly Gold Mine is a popular stop. The mine 
is located just north of Marshall Mountain and 
sits in a beautiful lake setting. Though the first 
claim was staked in 1889, it is a combination of a 
historic location and active mining operation. 
 
Doomsday House is a stop along this ride. An 
ominous name, but once you see it you’ll under-
stand how it got that moniker. We won’t spoil it 
for first time visitors. 
 
The whole ride is very scenic with Ponderosa 
Pines, Tamarack, Lodge Pole, various Fir trees 
tangled among outcroppings of granite, mountain 
meadows, and clear streams.  



 

 

 

Ride #4, Carey Dome Lookout. 
14 Miles 
 
Difficulty—Easy 
 
One of the highlights of this cam-
pout is the Carey Dome Lookout. 
This lookout gives 360 degree views 
of The River of No Return and Gos-
pel Hump Wildernesses, the Salmon 
River and Seven Devils Mountain 
Range  
 
The one-room Rocky Mountain style 
log cabin was constructed in 1943.  
 
But the lookout is best known for 
the 72-foot Aermotor steel tower, 
built in 1934,on the ridgetop knoll 
known as Carey Dome. It is the last 
steel frame lookout tower in the 
Payette National Forest, and is one 
of fewer than 12 remaining in the 
Pacific Northwest. Because of the 
tower, Carey Dome is listed on the 
National Historic Lookout Register 
 
 



 

 

Ride #5: Crystal Mountain. 
14 Miles. 
Difficulty—Easy 
 
Quartz has long been known as a heal-
ing mineral that can amplify energy and 
thought. We aren’t sure if you will find 
total clarity by visiting Crystal Moun-
tain, made of stunning white, yellow 
and pink quartz, but we are sure you 
will love this unique place. Crystal 
Mountain sits just above Burgdorf. In 
the past the mountain has been dynamit-
ed and mined for it’s different forms of 
crystal, quartz, centrite, malachite, and 
some amethyst. As you hike around, the 
geology changes beneath your feet and 
the quartz rock are reminiscent of fol-
lowing a golden road to the stunning, 
jagged peak of Crystal Mountain.  



 

 

The Story of Polly Bemis:  
 
Perhaps one of the most famous names to come 
from Warren, Idaho is Lalu Nathoy, who would 
become known as Polly Bemis. Myth and mys-
tery surround the life of Polly Bemis, a Chinese 
immigrant woman who lived in the United States 
from 1872 until her death in 1933. Born in China 
in 1853, Polly was sold by her parents and smug-
gled into Oregon, where she was purchased as a 
concubine for a Chinese man who was most like-
ly a wealthy merchant. He had her brought to 
Warren, Idaho, in 1872. She arrived in Warren, a 
thriving gold mining town at the time, and there 
she worked in King’s saloon and dance hall and 
met her future husband Charlie Bemis. Legend has it that Charlie would later win Polly in 
a poker game, which led to Polly being known in Idaho lore as, “The Poker Bride.”  
 
A consummate gambler, Charlie Bemis was later shot in the left cheek during another 
poker game. When the doctor from Grangeville couldn’t do anything for Charlie, Polly 
took charge and is said to have cleaned the wound with her crochet hook. After their 
marriage in 1894, Polly and Charlie moved from Warren to the Salmon River (a location 
now known as the Polly Bemis Ranch).  
 

She is remembered for her “kindness, friendliness, and 
neighborly qualities,” and her reputation helped overcome 
racial stereotypes that portrayed Chinese immigrants neg-
atively. She continues to be venerated in Idaho. In 1987, 
Idaho's Governor Cecil Andrus declared, "The history of 
Polly Bemis is a great part of the legacy of central Idaho. 
She is the foremost pioneer on the rugged Salmon River." 
That same year her old log cabin was restored and turned 
into a museum. She is buried beside it overlooking the 
Salmon River. Her memory and her legend also live on in 
popular culture.  
 
Polly Bemis is the subject of at least four books, including 
“Thousand Pieces of Gold” by Ruthanne Lum McCunn, 
which was made into a movie of the same name in 1990. 



 

 

Local Lakes 
Kimberly Lakes 

Kimberly Mine and Lakes is a popular destination for ATV, UTV 
and motorcycle riders. The mine is located just north of Marshall 
Mountain and sits in a beautiful lake setting. Access is via Forest 
Service road 25150 via Forest Service road 50318.  Follow route 
50318 a couple miles north of Marshall mountain turn off (road 
50338 – Canada Saddle Road), the road to Kimberly Mine will be 
on the right.  
 

Upper Payette Lake  
Forest Rd 495 off of Warren Wagon Rd 
Approximately 16 miles north of McCall on the paved Warren 
Wagon Road (21). Turn onto Forest Road #495 (sign for 
campground) at the outlet of Upper Payette Lake and continue for 
approximately one mile.   
 

Josephine Lake  
Forest Rd 316 off of Warren Wagon Rd.(GPS 45.219167, -
115.936265) 
The Josephine Lake Trail (#296) is a family-friendly hike, also 
popular for fly-fishing. This beautiful 13-acre lake is tucked into 
a granite cirque. The 0.7 mile trail winds along a mountainside 
and past a small lake offering great views before climbing over a 
small rise and dropping down to Josephine Lake.  
The trailhead is located off Forest Road #316, a few miles north 
of Secesh Summit.  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/payette/recreation/hiking/recarea/?recid=27453&actid=50


 

 

Trail Difficulty Guide 
Riding ATV’s/UTV’s in the backcountry is by its very nature dangerous. The amount of 
things that you can’t control or that can go wrong is significant (rain, snow, wind, flash 
floods, rock slides, thunderstorms, lightening etc.). Our ratings are subjective and condi-
tions of a trail can change in a minute. A trail we might rate as EASY could turn into a 
DIFFICULT trail in a driving rain or snow storm. You must NOT 
ride beyond your capabilities and you are always the final judge 
of any trail if you wish to proceed on it, even if you’re with a 
group. When we rate a trail we rate it on the most difficult part of 

the trail even if that section is very short, say 10 feet. Read our descriptions careful-
ly. If you have questions contact the ride leader for a better understanding of the ride 
difficulty. If you ever find yourself on a trail that you feel is beyond your capabilities 
stop and tell the ride leader. If you're riding a trail on your own (no ride leader) and 
don't feel comfortable, simply turn around and go back.  

   
EASY—Probably a forest service road or a nice gravel / dirt road with mild 
rocks and limited sharp turns. The grades will normally be gentle. Creek or 
river crossings should be low except for periods of heavy rains and/or runoff. 

There should be adequate room to pass other riders (but passing is not recom-
mended on our rides). Where the trail is steep or a shelf exists the trail should be 
wide and well maintained and fairly easy to navigate. Sideways tilts will be minor. 
Most trails in this rating will be drivable even when wet; however certain types of 
soils can become impassable under wet conditions. EASY trails are best suited for 
novice riders.  

 
 MODERATE — Rougher and rockier surfaces requiring slower running speeds. 

Some riding experience is needed for steeper climbs and descents. Rock-
stacking may be necessary to get over the worst spots. Considerable weight 
shifting may be necessary to offset sideways tilt. Mud can be deep and you 
may get stuck. Certain types of soils can become impassable when wet. Sand 

can be soft and steep. Water may be too deep for smaller ATVs. Larger ATVs can 
usually get through except during periods of heavy runoff. Aggressive tires needed 
for two-wheel drive machines. Four-wheel-drive is usually best. Have a winch and 
knowing winching techniques is advised.  
 
 

DIFFICULT — Not for the faint of heart –Bring your “A” game! You should have 
considerable experience to do these rides. Very rough and rocky surfaces requires 
careful tire placement. Slopes may be extremely steep with scary sideways tilt. 

Trail may have hair pin turns and multiple switchbacks. Skillful riding is nec-
essary in places, and the worst spots could require assistance from other 
people (a spotter). Various soils (sand, shale, gravel, etc.) can be very soft 
and steep. Shelf roads can be very narrow with daunting cliffs. Water and 

mud can be very deep. Wet soils surfaces can be impassable. Good four-wheel-
drive machines with low-range gearing is highly recommended. Must have a winch 
and must understand proper winching techniques.  



 

 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT 

RAFFLE 

Stay Tuned for more info 

TICKET PRICES 
Thursday Night During Registration 

15 Tickets for $10          or          35 Tickets for $20 
 

Saturday Night 
6 Tickets for $5 

If your ticket is drawn, you will be able to pick your prize 

RAFFLE PRIZES DETAILS COMING SOON! 



 

 

Idaho State ATV Association  

The mission of the ISATVA is to focus on six primary areas; 

Participation, Education, Land Management, Lobbying, Coopera-
tion, and Advancement 

Working to keep the roads and trails open for all 
is the over-riding goal of the Idaho State ATV Association. The asso-

ciation was created to fill a need for ATV users in Idaho to have a 
unified voice speaking for all ATV users. 

 
For more info please visit: 

 
WWW.IdahoStateATV.org 

 

http://www.idahostateatv.org/index.html

