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Boise ATV Trail Riders Website Instructions 

  

I 
n the new Boise ATV Trail Riders 

Club (BATRC) website, Ride Lead-

ers can enter Lat/Lon coordinates 

can be used to upload a map on 

the location of their ride’s staging area; 

however, the coordinates need to be 

Decimal Degrees.   

 

 

 

 

Easiest way to find Lat/Lon Decimal Degrees is 

to use Google Earth. If you don’t have this soft-

ware, there is a free download.  See Google 

Earth box above.  

The BATRC website designed a Ride Detail tem-

plate for the Ride Leaders to enter the infor-

mation about their ride.  In this template, there is 

a place for the Lat/Lon coordinates.  Once the 

coordinates are entered, the ride post is saved, 

the map is automatically uploaded!  See example 

on left of the ride post showing under the ATV 

Ride Center.  See page two for copy of the Ride 

Detail template. 

For more information about posting a ride, editing 

a ride, changing default photos, etc., log onto the 

BATRC website, click on Members Area, scroll 

down to Training Opportunities, select Ride Lead-

er Web Training, and click on “How Ride Lead-

ers enter, postpone or cancel your rides, add 

a map and change default photo.” 

This training document focuses only on IX. How 

to enter a map on the BATRC website; and 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) on how to 

use Google Earth. 

Questions, please contact a Web Administrator 

for assistance or submitting a request for addi-

tional training. 

Google Earth is an interactive program 

that allows the user to view any placer on 

earth or in space.  The view is not drawn 

but actual previously taken photography, 

so what you are looking at is actual foot-

age.  While navigating Google Earth is not 

difficult, it takes some getting used to.  

Google Earth is an amazing way to view 

the world and it is a useful educational 

tool. Link to download is:  http://

www.google.com/earth/download/ge/

agree.html    
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New ATV Ride Center Ride Post Template 

(See following pages for detailed instructions about each section.) 

VI. 

V. 

VII. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Optional 

I. 

 

IX. 

VIII. 
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BATR_GPS_Google (12/22/10) 

IX - ADDING A MAP  - Optional 
 

You can always go back into your ride post and add a map.  Make sure you have saved your ride post 

before you start. If you have not determined your Latitude (Lat) and Longitude (Lon) Decimal Degree co-

ordinates, open Google Earth and copy coordinates. See page 4 for Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

on finding coordinates in Google Earth. 

1. Log in, locate ride post, and in Ride Detail form 

add/paste your Lat and Lon coordinates.  See 

example on right. 

2. Scroll up to the PUBLISH window and either click on Save 

Draft, Publish or Update.  (Website will make map automat-

ically once the post has been saved.)   

3. EDITING MAP:  Scroll down to MapPress box under the 

Ride Detail form.  

4. Click on Ride Center Map to open Map ID window. 

5. In the Map ID, Map Title window, type in the location, i.e. 

Hemingway Butte Parking Lot.  Save your work. 

6. Sometimes the coordinates can be off slightly and the 

“Balloon” or “Marker” needs adjusted.  To move, hover your 

mouse over the Marker, click on the Marker and drag it to 

appropriate location. Repeat as needed. 

7. After moving the Marker, notice the coordinates 

changed.  You can see the new coordinates by 

clicking on 

the green 

ATV on the 

left side.   

8. The Visual | HTML window will appear.  You can 

leave the coordinates in heading, move below, 

add a title and/or type in more instructions in 

blank box below Visual | HTML. 

9. Click SAVE and scroll down to view the map.  

10. Scroll up to the PUBLISH window, and either click 

on Save Draft, Publish, or Update. 

11. Click on PREVIEW and repeat process if needed. 

      Having issues with the map, see Frequently 

Asked Questions (FAQs) on pages 10-13.  Contact 

Quinn if you have further questions at 

Quinn@boiseatvtrailriders.org . 

 

 43.325329 

-116.643399 
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“FAQs” ~ ADDING A MAP QUESTIONS 

1. Which Latitude (Lat) and Longitude (Lon) coordinates are we suppose to use in the BATRC web-

site? 

 With the web-

site’s recent 

update in soft-

ware (Feb, 

2013), the 

system uses 

Decimal Degrees coordinates.   

 Notice on the Ride Detail form, default characters (zeros) are placed for your convenience and a 

reminder.  (Notice, periods and minus sign are showing in Ride Detail template.  No other sym-

bols or letters are required, such as N, W, or degree symbols.) 

2.  Where can I find Lat/Lon coordinates? 

 Easiest method is with Google Earth and can be downloaded free at: http://google-

earth.todownload.com/ 

 Make sure the coordinate settings are on Decimal Degrees.  

See #3. 

3. Where in Google Earth do I change the Lat/Lon coordinate selections?  

 Open Google, click on Tools and then Options. 

The Google Earth Options window shown on the 

right should open. 

 In the Show Lat/Long box, notice there are four 

coordinates:  1. Decimal Degrees; 2. Degrees, 

Minutes, Seconds; 3. Degree, Decimal 

Minutes; and 4. Universal Transverse Merca-

tor (do not use). 

 Select Decimal Degrees and click on Apply. 

4. How do I find my ride Lat/Lon coordinates in Google? 

 In Google Earth, type in the nearest town, point of interest, trail-

head, dam, park, etc. in the Google Search box.  Example is 

using Hemingway Butte, Idaho.  (Note: yes, some trailheads 

are marked in Google.) The name will appear. 
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 After Search button has been clicked, Google will move directly to the closest point. 

 Notice the red balloon marker?  This is close, but not correct.  Needs to be in the Parking Lot. 

5. How can I change the balloon marker to the right location? 

 Above the Google map, there should be some icons with a yellow thumbtack. 

 Move your mouse arrow to the right location and click on the yellow thumbtack to add a Place-

mark.  Notice the thumbnail 

is now showing on the map. 

 Sometimes, it may not be in 

the right place.  To move, place mouse cursor 

on thumbtack, hold down left mouse button, and 

move it to the right location.   

 Notice too, the coordinates changed and are 

shown in the Placemark box.  

 Copy and paste the coordinates to the Ride De-

tail template, or on a blank word document to be 

copied later, or write them down. 

 Notice title showing in the Name box—“Untitled 

Placemark.”  Delete this name and type in what 

you want such as Hemingway Butte Parking Lot.  

Click OK. This will mark the spot.  
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6. What happens if I need to view the coordinates again, how do I get them back? 

 On the left, look under Places for your Placemark. 

 Right click on the location, i.e. Hemingway Butte Parking Lot; and click on Properties. 

 The Google Earth - Edit Placemark window should appear again. 

 Copy your Decimal Degree coordinates.  See #7 be-

low.  (Note:  You can use the copy/paste feature be-

tween Google and your Ride Detail post.  You need to 

have both programs open and click back and forth to 

copy/paste.  Works great!  If you need help, contact  

Web Admin.) 

 

7. How and where do I put in the Lat/Lon coordinates in the 

Ride Detail form? 

 In the Ride Detail form, scroll down to Latitude and Lon-

gitude area.  Notice the default Decimal Degree format 

is there already.   

 Type in the Lat/Lon 

coordinates over the 

“zeros” in the appro-

priate area. 

 You will not need to use the degree symbol as shown in 

Google.  Delete the degree symbol “ ° ” in your ride 

post.   

 

8. How do I make a map in the Ride Detail template? 

 Once the Decimal Degree coordinates from Google have been pasted or typed into the Lat and 

Lon blanks, and your post has been saved, the map will appear automatically! 
 

9. What if a map exists already and a new one is needed? 

 The old map needs to be deleted because the new one will NOT override it? 
 

10. How do I delete the old map in MapPress? 

 In the Ride Detail post, first delete coordinates in the Lat/Lon boxes. 

 Scroll down to MapPress section, hold 

cursor over the title of your map, and the 

Edit | Insert into post | and Delete ac-

tions will appear.  Select Delete. Save 

your work by clicking on Save Draft or 

Update.   

 Retype correct coordinates, save your work by clicking on Save Draft or Update.  Scroll down to 

view the map. 

43.371339 

-116.534025 

43.322000 

-116.644953 
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11. In the BATRC Ride Detail template, can I still modify the location of the little green ATV? 

 Yes.  Scroll down to MapPress, hold 

mouse over the map title and select  

Edit. 

 Move the green ATV where you want 

and write down or copy the new coordi-

nates.  (Note:  The little green ATV 

marker ONLY shows on the Ride Detail MapPress map.  It is not a feature of 

Google.) 

 Retype Lat/Lon coordinates or use copy/paste feature in the Ride Detail post. 

 Save your work. 

 

12. In the BATRC Ride Detail template, how do I change the map views in the Ride Detail Map? 

 Click on Satellite and select Map.  (Note: you may have to move your cursor in the map to take 

affect.) 

 Notice the map changed.  

(Keep in mind whichever map 

was last used and saved on the 

Ride Detail template will be the 

one that will show in your ATV 

Ride Center ride post.  If you 

enlarge the map and save the 

ride post, it will show as you left 

it.  You can go back into your 

ride post and edit it again.  Be 

sure to save when finished.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BATR_Posting_Rides  Updated  05/08/2013 
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Solutions to Common Coordinate Conversion Problems 
Most problems involving GPS and map coordinate mis-matches are due to choosing the incorrect coordinate format and datum 
at some point in the process. If you are entering GPS coordinates by hand into ExpertGPS from a book or a Web page, you need 
to ensure that you've selected the same coordinate format and datum that the source's author used, or position errors will 
occur. 
There are four main types of coordinate formats used throughout the world today: lat/lon, UTM, US State Plane, and National 
Grids. 

Lat/lon coordinates: 
There are three different ways to express latitude and longitude: 1. decimal degrees. (42.12345ºN, -71.23456ºW) Note that 
there are no spaces in these coordinates. 
2. degrees and minutes (42º 23.456'N, -71º 43.632'W) Marine, aviation, and geocaching coordinates are usually given in deg 
min.min format. Note that there is a space between the degrees (º) and the minutes (') part of the coordinates.  
3. degrees, minutes, and seconds. (42º 34' 54.234"N, -71º 24' 14.234"W) Civil survey and some marine waypoints are given in 
this format. Note that there are three parts to each coordinate, separated by spaces, and that three symbols are used to show 
the degrees, minutes, and seconds (º ' "). 

UTM coordinates 
Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) coordinates are used worldwide. Unlike lat/lon, which is a spherical coordinate system 
based on angles, UTM, state plane, and national grid coordinates are rectangular grid systems where coordinates are expressed 
as Northings and Eastings from a fixed reference point. Rectangular grids make it much easier to calculate distances and to plot 
locations on a rectangular map. UTM coordinates look like this: 2346212N, 12343523E, 18T. The first value is the Northing. The 
second is the Easting. The third value (always a number between 1 and 60 followed by a single letter) is the UTM zone identifi-
er. If your data is in UTM coordinates, it is very likely in NAD27 datum or WGS84 datum (see below). The vast majority of UTM 
data is expressed in meters. If you are using UTM data collected prior to 1983 by a US state entity, there's a chance that it uses 
US Survey Feet rather than meters as the base unit. ExpertGPS Pro provides an option for UTM coordinates in feet. 

US State Plane Coordinates 
Almost all of the data available from US state government Web sites is expressed in the US 
State Plane Coordinate System. US SPCS coordinates have two values, a Northing and an 
Easting. Some US states have only a single SPCS zone. Other states have a handful, broken 
down by county. You'll need to know which zone is in use, and select the correct one in 
ExpertGPS Pro. This Web page lists the counties in every US state, and the appropriate 
SPCS zone to use:  
Converting and Using US State Plane Coordinates with ExpertGPS Pro 

National Grids 
Outside of the United States, many countries have their own National Grid coordinate systems. Many of these use the same 
Northing, Easting format described above. ExpertGPS lists the national grids for each country in the Add Coordinate Format 
dialog. 
 
To add a coordinate format in ExpertGPS, click Preferences on the Edit menu, and click on the My Coordinate Formats tab. Click 
Add. The Add Coordinate Format dialog will appear. On the left is an expandable list of all of the continents, countries, and US 
states. As you expand the location tree, ExpertGPS will show the coordinate formats used in that region on the right side of the 
dialog. Drill-down in the location side as far as you need to go to see the coordinate format for your location. Select the coordi-
nate format, and then choose the appropriate datum from the list below. 
In the United States, you have two main datum choices: NAD27, and NAD83/WGS84. NAD27 was used from 1927 up until 1983, 
when it was replaced by NAD83 and WGS84. You can consider NAD83 and WGS84 to be identical in the 50 United States. 
For other areas of the world, ExpertGPS will display the datums used in that region. Select the correct datum from the list.  
You can add many different coordinate formats to ExpertGPS, and switch between them at any time to enter data or convert 
data to another format. ExpertGPS Pro users should keep in mind that the currently-active coordinate format is used whenever 
you import and export data 

http://www.expertgps.com/spcs/default.asp

