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B utte County Commissioner-John Traughber and Idaho 
State Department of Parks and Recreation Manager-
Chuck Wells, sponsors of the Proposed Recreational 
Off-highway vehicles (OHV) Arco-Challis Trail Sys-

tem, invited OHV riders from all over the State to ride the pro-
posed trails on Saturday, June 26.  The purpose of the ride was to 
find out if the riders felt this system should be part of the State 
Trail System.  An introductory meeting was held at 9:00 a.m. in 
front of Arco’s submarine where the sponsors displayed maps of 
the whole system and shared cinnamon rolls!  Approximately, 
twenty five riders from Twin Falls, Pocatello, Idaho Falls, Arco 
and Boise were in attendance. Boise Chapter members were Rose 

and Dick Malone, Johnne and Zee Miller, Pauline and Bill 
Jones. 
 

   There are approximately twelve trails in the proposed 
Trail System that have 35 to 45 mile loop roads.  The spon-
sors promoted the East and West trails and provided maps.  
The majority of the attendees took the shorter, East Arco 
Trail over Arco Pass and to the top of Howe Mountain 
where the elevation was 9,246 feet.  Most of 42-mile, East 
loop, consisted of old narrow and winding old pickup type 
roads used to access mining areas and sheep camps years 
ago. 
 

   While coming down the backside of Howe Mountain in 
Wood Canyon, we encountered a heavy rain and hail storm.  
There was four to six inches of water rushing down the 

road ruts and the one-half inch hail looked 
like popcorn hitting the ground.  It was a 
challenge to stay on the center and the outside 
edge of the road.  The hail stung as it hit us 
too. About a mile out of Wood Canyon, the 
rain and hail stopped and we were back on 
dry ground.  Needless to say, we were soaked 
from head to toe and had to change into dry 
clothes before we finished the last ten miles 
on smooth gravel roads.  Hint:  If you plan to 
ride in the high country and you see a dark 
cloud off in the distance that appears to be 
coming towards you, do not assume it will be 
a light rain.  Take time to prepare yourself for 
the elements and do not assume that the rain 
will be a light shower!!  If you can, take cover 
until the storm has passed that is if you think 
it will be a short storm. 
    

   Even though there was a down-pour at the end of the ride, all riders reported that these trails would be a great ad-
dition to the State Recreational OHV Trail System and that it would make a perfect place for an annual State ride 
because it is centrally located in Idaho. Maps on the whole system, which include Butte and Custer Counties, are 
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    On our way home, we stopped at the Craters of the 
Moon Park.  Bill took a photo of some topog maps show-
ing the lava flows.  Howe Peak overlooks desert floor of 
the famous Lost River where it sinks into the desert aqui-
fer.  Other map shows southwest Idaho. 
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Lunch break overlooking the valley. 


