
 

Pickle Butte, near Nampa—Have you ever seen an 
ATV fly??   We did!  The medical training class was 
a great success.  We met at Pickle 
Butte at the Nampa Dump.  By the 
way, this is a great place to practice 
riding ATVs!!!  Thirty-six people 
attended—the usual members who 
want to get involved in all aspects of 
safe ATV riding and becoming more 
involved in safety training.  Several 
members volunteered in the exer-
cises.  We also had demonstrations 
by the Access Air Ambulance and 
Idaho Mountain Search 
and Rescue.   
 

   Willie was a victim 
and volunteered to be 
hauled up and down the 
hill.  The volunteers 
used a winch and a small 
ATV trailer to help mus-

cle Willie up 
and down the 
hill.  Willie 
said that it 
was comfort-
ing 

to know that you can rely on others to help 
with medical rescue and recover.  Shirley, 
Willie’s wife, also became a victim and we 
carried her to safety by using a coat 
stretcher—two poles and two coats with 
the sleeves turned inside out.  The poles 
were placed through the sleeves.  
This is a quick way to make a 
stretcher and very effective. 
 

   Darrell became incapacitated 
by a temporary splint on both 
legs, arm in a sling, a head ban-
dage and was given an ATV ride 
to safety.  Darrell also demon-
strated how two people can carry 
a person.  This was called a fire-
man’s carry and Ellen, his 
daughter, was the victim. 
 

   Jim Hutchens, owner /pilot of Access Air, and a Na-
tional Helicopter compe-

tition first-place cham-
pion, flew the Northwest 
Paramedics out to Pickle 
Butte in a helicopter that 
is used for medical rescues and recoveries.  Jim and the 

Paramedics explained how to 
make an approach to a heli-
copter when the blades are 
turning.  You want to always 
have eye contact with the 
pilot and Jim strongly urged 
us NOT to go near the back 
rotor.  Jim used the helicop-
ter and a 100 foot cable to 
demonstrate how a helicop-
ter can pick up an ATV and 
fly it out of trouble.  A 
Honda 300 was used.   

 

   It was a great day and everyone learned a lot.  It 
is always good to know how to help someone in 
need, but the most important thing to remember is 
to take all precautions and AVOID getting caught 
in these situations.  Thanks to all who participated 
and special thanks to Access Air and Idaho Moun-

tain Search and Rescue for coming to help. —Bill 
Jones 
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